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TERRORIST ATTACK — PREVENTION 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.01 pm]: I would like to update the Assembly on 
actions this government and Western Australia Police are taking to ensure that Western Australia is protected 
from terrorism. The recent events in Manchester, London and the Melbourne CBD are sobering. I want to 
reassure Western Australians that we are doing all that we can to prepare for and mitigate the risk of any terrorist 
attack in Perth. I have received numerous briefings from WA Police and the Australian Criminal Intelligence 
Commission. Since the Lindt cafe siege in Martin Place, the counterterrorism environment in Australia has 
changed significantly. It has challenged police enforcement across Australia, and WA Police has been studying 
the NSW Coroner’s recommendations closely. WA Police has been proactively working with national 
counterterrorism partners such as the Australian–New Zealand Counter-Terrorism Committee, the 
Australian Security Intelligence Organisation, the Australian Federal Police and deputy commissioners for 
counterterrorism for all police jurisdictions. In addition, WA Police has been utilising the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee capability funds to purchase specialist equipment and focus on training police negotiators, forensics, 
bomb scene examination and response, and improving police surveillance. 
WA Police is confident in its technological capacity to surveil and deploy in a range of counterterrorism 
scenarios. The WA Police negotiators unit has a cadre of nationally qualified terrorist negotiators. The unit is 
well resourced, with a specialist negotiators’ truck. Negotiator technology and skills require continuous 
enhancement and WA Police is improving psychiatric capability to assist the negotiation teams. Joint training 
has been undertaken with South Australia Police, and WA Police continue to cooperate with the 
Australian Defence Force on call-outs. Regular exercises occur with the Tactical Assault Group West of the 
Western Australian Special Air Service. 
Most recently, I can report that assistant commissioners and commanders completed a specialist course that 
considered the Lindt siege in detail, and visiting fellows spoke in relation to jihadist ideology, radicalisation to 
violent extremism and the current threat context in Australia. We will continue to act and prepare for any 
possible terrorist act in this state. We will remain vigilant. As a community, we must remain resilient and 
cohesive. Together we can counter violent extremism and prevent any terrorist attack. 
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